Reconstruction of the mandible by bone graft and metal prosthesis.
This clinical research was carried out in the Maxillofacial Unit, Surgical Specialties Hospital, Medical City, Baghdad, and included 188 patients with mandibular defects. The patients' ages ranged from 4 to 70 years (mean, 37 years); 60 of them were female, and 128 were male. One hundred twenty-six patients represent 67.03% of total cases with benign and locally aggressive tumors and malignant tumors of the mandible and oral cavity. Eighty-four cases (44.68%) of these were benign, 42 cases (22.34%) were malignant tumors, and 62 patients constitute about 32.98% with mandibular defect of posttraumatic missile injuries. Reconstruction of the mandible were done by a variety of techniques ranging from immediate reconstruction of the mandible by chrome-cobalt prosthesis, Kirschner wire, rib graft and bone graft from the iliac crest, and other additional technique of reimplanted condyle, secured with bone graft, and Dacron osteomesh tray carrying cancellous bone harvested from iliac crest. Long-term follow-up ranged between 5 and 10 years.The aim of these study was to share experience and to present an interesting pathology and methods of reconstruction of the mandible by metal prosthesis and bone graft; the management of these cases was a difficult task to be approached in some cases and was a surgical challenge to us.